
    What is the Gospel? 
 
Today we continue our discussion of the gospel as part by the apostle Paul in  1 Cor 15:1-8: 

1
 Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in 

which you stand,
2
 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached 

to you-- unless you believed in vain.
3
 …. 

 Verses 1-2: It is a gospel to be preached and received for it is a gospel that saves 

sinners 

The last part of verse 1 tells us that the faith of the Corinthians was not a mere agreement 

with the claims of the gospel.  They did not simply understand what Paul was preaching and 

only agreed with it.  The verb stand is in the perfect tense indicating that the trust they 

placed in Christ when they first heard the good news concerning his Person and work was 

still in effect at the time of writing.  In other words, they were proving that their faith was 

genuine; they were not mere professors of Christ but above all, were possessors of Christ.  

Another way of stating this is that they continued to maintain the stand that they took for 

Christ on first hearing the gospel message and to regard and apply the truths of the gospel 

as a foundation for their lives.  

What is of great importance here is a fact that seems to be losing currency within today’s 

evangelicalism, and that is, that the gospel message is not simply to be believed in order to 

be saved but equally importantly, in order to continue to be saved, which is to say, as a 

basis for continuance in our salvation.  The apostle is clearly teaching us that the gospel is 

necessary for us to believe and be saved.  However, this gospel goes beyond having a 

purely initiatory significance to being the truth on which we base our lives.  The foundation 

for our belief therefore becomes the very foundation of our faith and conduct.  In this case, 

our faith is an authentic faith, a true saving faith, a fides viva, in the vivid language of 

magisterial Reformer Martin Luther, who in his appeal to James 2, certified that justification 

is by faith alone in Christ alone but not by a faith that is alone.  That is to say, while faith is 

the only instrument by which the sinner receives the righteousness of Christ, that faith 

evidences its genuineness in a life of good works which are in turn the proof and fruits of 

our justification.  Contrarily, “.. faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”  Jas 2:17. 

So then, what are the characteristics of a true, saving faith?  Reformation theology holds 

that saving faith comprises 3 ingredients: knowledge (noticia), agreement (assensus) and 

trust (fiducia).   

Knowledge refers to the objective content of the Christian faith as found on the pages of 

Holy Writ and as declared in the gospel.  This affirms the indisputable claim that Biblical 

Christianity has an intellectual dimension: sinners are not called to believe anything they 

want to or prefer regarding the teaching of Scripture.  They are challenged to know when 

summoned to understand the biblical testimony concerning the Person and the work of the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  This is an intellectual exercise requiring the use of our minds which are 

to be directed towards Christ as he is declared in the gospel and as he is revealed in the 

Bible.  Noticia therefore signifies a recognition of the specific teaching of Scripture regarding 

Jesus Christ.  This intellectual understanding of the Scripture alone cannot deliver us from 

our sin.  However, it is a necessarWhoy component of saving faith.   


